Is religion a help around the time of death?
Based on reports from relatives and other associates about a random sample of adults who had recently died, the data suggest that three-fifths of the people who died were perceived as having some sort of religious faith that had been helpful to them in the time before they died. Acceptance of death was seen as more common among those thought to have had a strong religious faith, but was not related to believing or not believing in some sort of life after death. It was less frequent among those thought to be uncertain about this. The majority of relatives who said they had a religious faith felt it had been helpful to them over their bereavement, but religious faith was not related to whether or not they felt they had come to terms with the person's death. Those with a religious faith were more likely than others to describe their relationship with the person who died as having been 'very good'. The data can be interpreted in various ways and it is not possible to say with certainty that a religious faith is helpful around the time of death.